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Aloha! Welcome!

From the Desk of the Pastor

We are the Catholic Center and Campus Ministry at the
University of Hawaiʻi, and under the Catholic Diocese of
Honolulu, serving parishioners, staff, faculty, and students
alike that stimulates critical thinking and dialogue about
issues that challenge Christian living and commits to a living
faith that practices and promotes justice.
We are a spirit-filled and welcoming community that
proclaims and celebrates the Good News through liturgy,
the sacraments, faith sharing, outreach, and social
action. As the Roman Catholic Community of the
University of Hawai‘i, we offer opportunities for life-long
faith development to all who choose to join us. We invite
the contribution of gifts in stewardship and evangelism, and
challenge one another in the same manner that Jesus
challenges us: to love the Lord, your God, with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind and to love
your neighbor as yourself.
Come journey with us!
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“Your light has come, the glory of the Lord
shines upon you.”
We continue the Season of Christmas
this weekend with the Epiphany of the
Lord. This solemnity is not so much
about the three magi going to see the
newborn king but rather about the
revelation of who Jesus is through that
visit. Epiphany celebrates God’s
“showing forth.” Jesus is the ruler
expected from the line of King David, whose greatness is
to reach the ends of the earth. The magi represent the
ends of the earth as they come from the East to pay
homage to the Lord. They are guided by God’s light in
the form of a star, and they follow it to Bethlehem. There
they praised Israel’s God by prostrating themselves and
their homage. By the incarnation of the Eternal Word, God
extended joy to the word and the world responded in
worship. What does this mean for us today? The magi
were on a long journey, watching the star to find God, to
discover Jesus. In many ways we are the magi. We are all
on a journey of faith; it begins at baptism and ends with
our union with God. During our journey we grow up, we
seek happiness and fulfillment in the wrong places, and
we get lost. Along the way, God’s light leads us back to
the path and the way of righteousness. At the end of the
gospel, after the magi encounter Jesus, they returned
home by another way. If we really encounter Jesus, we
must do the same. We cannot leave the same way, but
leave a better way, to leave church as better disciples. We
are on this journey of faith, God guides us, may we seek
Him always and be transformed by Him.
Have a blessed Christmas week,

Fr. Alfred Omar
(@fralfred808)

We welcome your call and are here to serve you! Contact
the Parish Office to speak with us or make an
appointment. We look forward to hearing from you!

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday:

9:00am to 5:00pm
(except Diocesan Holidays)
Newman Center may remain open till evening programs conclude

Saturday and Sunday,
Open during Mass times and for activities as needed.

•
•

Important Community Notices
UH Food Vault Collection today
Due to current City Orders, please wear your mask at all
times during the Mass and while in the Newman Center. If
you are feeling ill or are awaiting a COVID-19 Test Result,
please stay home. Thank you for you cooperation!

Liturgical Schedule
Daily Mass (Tuesday-Friday)

The Word of the Lord Weekly
12:10PM

Sunday Mass

(Saturday Evening Anticipated)

5:00PM
9:00AM
11:00AM
(Student –Led Mass) 5:00PM

Sacramental Information
Reconciliation

By Appointment
Please contact the Parish Office to schedule.
Baptism
By Request
Please contact Fr, Alfred Omar at least one month before
the date desired for the Baptism.
Funerals
At Need
Funerals and the Rite of Christian Burial are made in
conjunction with the Mortuary of your choosing. Please contact
the Parish Office prior to finalizing a date with the mortuary.

Holy Matrimony

By Request

Couples need to contact Fr. Alfred Omar at least eight months
prior to your desired wedding date to begin the marriage
preparation required by the Diocese of Honolulu.

Holy Orders—Religious Life

By Call

Is God calling you to the Priesthood, Diaconate, or Religious
Life? God doesn’t call the qualified. He qualifies the called.
Call us today to setup a discussion with our Pastor where you
can continue discerning God’s call.

Holy Communion

Ongoing

Programs are available for those who have not yet received
their First Eucharist. Please contact our Parish Office for more
information.

Confirmation

Ongoing

Programs are available for those who have not yet received the
Sacrament of Confirmation. Please contact our Parish Office for
more information.

Anointing of the Sick

By Request

If you or someone you know are in need of receiving the
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, please call our parish office
to schedule

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults

Ongoing

If you or someone you know are have not yet been baptized
and are interested in becoming a member of the Catholic Faith,
please call our parish office to learn more about the RCIA,

Today’s Readings
First Reading — Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! The Lord
shines upon you and the glory of the Lord appears over you
(Isaiah 60:1-6).
Psalm — Lord, every nation on earth will adore you (Psalm
72).
Second Reading — The mystery has been made known that
the Gentiles are coheirs, copartners in the promise in Christ
Jesus through the gospel (Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6).
Gospel — Magi from the east arrived, saying, “Where is the
newborn king of the Jews?” (Matthew 2:1-12).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday:

1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a;
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday:
1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13;
Mk 6:45-52
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14, 15bc, 17;
Lk 4:14-22a
Friday:
1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

The Most Holy Name of Jesus
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
St. John Neumann
St. André Bessette
St. Raymond of Penyafort; First Friday
Julian Calendar Christmas

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
The Epiphany of the Lord
O God, who on this day revealed your Only Begotten Son to
the nations by the guidance of a star, grant in your mercy
that we, who know you already by faith, may be brought to
behold the beauty of your sublime glory. Through our Lord
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
JOURNEY TOWARD GOD
In our celebration of the Epiphany, two interwoven themes
are present in the readings today. God is beginning something
new, and God gathers all of humanity to participate. For Isaiah,
God’s bright light, manifested in the people of Israel, attracts
and summons people from many nations to Jerusalem. In the
letter to the Ephesians, God’s grace makes the Gentiles co-heirs
and co-partners in the gospel. Matthew tells the story of the
fulfillment of God’s promises to Israel through the birth of
Jesus, and simultaneously leading foreigners to share in these
same promises. With the birth of Jesus, God chose a particular
people, in a particular time and place, to enter most directly into
the human story. Today’s readings teach that God did this in
order to gather all people, all cultures, into unity with God. Like
the magi, we are drawn into a journey toward God, becoming co
-partners in God’s work.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Nourishing Our Faith

Stewardship of Time, Talent and Treasure

Prayer On the Go
https://pray-as-you-go.org/
https://www.sacredspace.ie/

Tithes and Offerings:
(12/12/2021-12/19/2021)

$ 4,963.00

Daily Scripture and Reflections:
https://www.dailyscripture.net/daily-meditation/

Online Giving:

$ 3,072.00

Weekly Essays on Ignatian Spirituality by
Fr. Randy Roche, SJ:
https://mission.lmu.edu/cis/spiritualessays

Retirement Fund for Religious

$

547.00

Seminarian Fund

$

250.00

Contemplative Prayer (via Zoom)
Monday Nights at 6:30 pm. 30 minutes of silence,
followed by Scripture and Sharing. For more information,
contact June Naughton (808) 524-2718.

The Work of Christmas Begins
When the carols have been stilled,
When the star-topped tree is taken down,
When family and friends are gone home,
When we are back to our schedules
The work of Christmas begins:
To welcome the refugee,
To heal a broken planet,
To feed the hungry,
To build bridges of trust, not walls of fear,
To share our gifts,
To seek justice and peace for all people,
To bring Christ’s light to the world.

May we continue to receive God's gifts gratefully, manage them
responsibly, and share them joyfully. Mahalo for your generosity!
Upcoming Second Collections:
Church in Latin America & Black & Indian Missions 01/22 &
01/23
Augustine Educational Foundation 02/12 & 02/13
Giving Made Easy
Giving online is safe and easy using our secured online platform,
by visiting WeShare at:
newmanhawaii.weshareonline.org

Thank you, for your continued support of our parish as
we strive to meet the needs of our faith community!

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT
In today’s second reading we hear Saint Paul teach the community
at Ephesus that God’s revelation had come, not just to their
community, but to others as well; that a broader community of
believers was being allowed to
exercise stewardship over the Good News. Good stewards
recognize that it is in our life together as a Eucharistic community
that we find ever new vistas and insights into God’s vast universe
of love and mercy. If we take time to listen to one another, we
discover stories of faith beyond our own. Pause this week to
converse with others, listen to their prayers, and observe acts of
kindness and generosity. See if you can gain an understanding of
God and the world that you have not experienced or known
before.

Generous and Loving Creator, you have called us to
Malama i ka Makana (Cherish the Gift).
As disciples of your Son, we ask that your Spirit open our
minds and hearts to more deeply appreciate your countless
blessings. Increase your transforming spirit within us, so as
to nurture our call to stewardship as a way of life marked
always by faith-filled prayer, service to others and generous
giving.
With the kokua of St. Marianne and St. Damien, teach us to
be good stewards so we may return a hundred-fold the
makana entrusted to us.
We pray this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

World Day of Peace - January 1, 2022

Family Connection

Each year on January 1, the Holy Father marks the World Day
of Peace with a special message inviting all people to reflect on
the important work of building peace. This year’s message is
the latest in a long tradition of messages for this day that
began with St. Paul VI in 1967, and continued with St. John
Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI, and Pope Francis. Pope Francis’
message can be found on the Vatican website.

The tradition of giving gifts at Christmas is thought by some to
be rooted in the gift giving of the Magi. In many cultures, gifts
are not exchanged at Christmas, but rather on the feast of the
Epiphany. Whenever you exchange your Christmas gifts, take
some time to reflect on this tradition of gift giving at Christmas.
Think of the best gift you have received. What was it? What
made it special? Was it the gift itself, the thought that went into
it, or the person who gave it to you?
Read today’s Gospel, Matthew 2:1-12. The gifts of the Magi—
gold, frankincense, and myrrh—have come to be understood as
symbols of Christ’s royalty, divinity, and eventual suffering and
death. They are special because in giving them, the Magi
acknowledge who Jesus was to be: our Savior. We pray that we
will acknowledge Jesus as Savior in all that we do and say.
Conclude by singing together “We Three Kings.”

WHAT YOU CAN DO
1. Pray. Use one of these nine ways to pray at We Are Salt and
Light to pray for all those in need of peace in your community
and around the world.
2. Learn. As faithful citizens, we must seek to understand the
political and social issues that lead to poverty and conflict which
threatens the lives of our brothers and sisters throughout the
world. Learn about these issues and read stories of hope to
learn how faith communities are answering the call to work for
peace and justice.
3. Act. Join tens of thousands of Catholics to advocate for
policies that seek justice and peace in the U.S. and around the
world. Take action today by visiting CRS.org/LeadTheWay.
Learn more about the annual Catholic Social Ministry Gathering
where Catholics gather to pray for God’s justice to be realized,
learn about poverty in the U.S. and abroad, and advocate for
the poor and vulnerable to our elected leaders.
POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER FOR PEACE
Lord God of peace, hear our prayer!
We have tried so many times and over so
many years to resolve our conflicts by our
own powers and by the force of our arms.
How many moments of hostility and
darkness have we experienced; how much
blood has been shed; how many lives have
been shattered; how many hopes have been
buried . . .
Now, Lord, come to our aid! Grant us peace,
teach us peace; guide our steps in the way of
peace. Open our eyes and our hearts and give
us the courage to say: "Never again war!" . . .
Instill in our hearts the courage to take
concrete steps to achieve peace.
Keep alive within us the flame of hope, so
that with patience and perseverance we may
opt for dialogue and reconciliation. In this
way may peace triumph at last, and may the
words "division", "hatred" and "war" be
banished from the heart of every man and
woman. . . . Renew our hearts and minds, so
that the word which always brings us together
will be "brother", and our way of life will
always be that of: Shalom, Peace, Salaam!
Amen.

Background on the Gospel Reading
The visit of the Magi occurs directly before the story of the Holy
Family’s flight into Egypt. Matthew’s Gospel tells a version of
Jesus’ birth that is different than the one in Luke. Of the actual
birth of Jesus, Matthew tells us little more than, “When Jesus
was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod . . . ”
The story of the census is found only in Luke’s Gospel, but we
hear about the visit of the Magi only in Matthew’s Gospel.
We know little about the Magi. They come from the East and
journey to Bethlehem, following an astrological sign, so we
believe them to be astrologers. We assume that there were
three Magi based upon the naming of their three gifts. The
Gospel does not say how many Magi paid homage to Jesus. In
Matthew’s Gospel, they represent the Gentiles’ search for a
savior. Because the Magi represent the entire world, they also
represent our search for Jesus.
We have come to consider the gifts they bring as a
foreshadowing of Jesus’ role in salvation. We believe the
meaning of the gifts to be Christological. Gold is presented as
representative of Jesus’ kingship. Frankincense is a symbol of
his divinity because priests burned the substance in the Temple.
Myrrh, which was used to prepare the dead for burial, is offered
in anticipation of Jesus’ death.
The word Epiphany means “manifestation” or “showing forth.”
Historically several moments in Christ’s early life and ministry
have been celebrated as “epiphanies,” including his birth in
Bethlehem, the visit of the Magi, his baptism by John, and his
first miracle at Cana.

Around the Parish

Hau’oli Makahiki Hou!
Happy New Year!
Wishing you and your family an
Blessed and Happy New Year!
Lord, You make all things new
You bring hope alive in our hearts
And cause our Spirits to be born again
Thank you for this new year
For all the potential it holds.
Come and kindle in us
A mighty flame
So that in our time, many will see the
wonders of God And live forever to praise
Your glorious name.
Around the Diocese

New to Newman Center - Holy Spirit Parish?
Aloha! E Komo Mai!
We welcome you to your new spiritual home and are
delighted to have you join our parish community!
At Newman Center - Holy Spirit Parish, we know that we
are all individual parts of the mystical Body of Christ.
Working together, we find great joy in doing God’s work
here on earth. We invite and encourage you to join us as
we pray, work and fellowship together.
Please contact the Parish Office to register. Welcome!

Grow

Pray
A prayer to bless the door of your home
Philip Kosloski - published on 11/11/17

"As we pass through this door, draw us more deeply into your
presence."
The door is one of the most important parts of our home.
Through it we come and go, receive visitors and say goodbye to
old friends. It is a place of sadness and joy, departures and
entrances.
That is why it is a place where we should invite God’s presence,
asking for his protection over it and our home.
One of the most common ways to do this is through the
traditional Epiphany blessing of the home. However, that is not
the only way to invoke God’s blessing upon your home and
door.
Below is an alternative prayer that can be prayed by anyone,
simply asking God to shower his blessings upon the primary
portal of your home.

God’s peace be to this home and to all who dwell within. You,
O Lord, are the beginning and the end, the alpha and omega,
carefully watching over us from birth until death. Bless this door
of our house and in your goodness send your holy angel from
heaven to watch over and protect us, to be with us and give us
comfort and encouragement. As we pass through this door,
draw us more deeply into your presence and may a spirit of
humility, goodness, mildness, and gratitude prevail here. O
Lord, you are the door to eternal life, bless our entrances and
exits from this home and pour out on us heavenly dew in good
measure, as well as an abundance of earthly needs. At our
lowly coming be pleased to bless and sanctify this home, as
you once were pleased to bless the home of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob. Within these walls let your angels of light preside
and stand watch over those who live here. May this blessing
remain on this place and on us who live here now and always.
Amen.

The Magi had the star, but we have a sign that’s just as bright
Brother Silas Henderson, SDS - published on 01/06/18

In the ancient world, an epiphaneia was a visible manifestation
of a god or the solemn visit of a secular ruler to the cities of his
realm.
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of
King Herod, behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem,
saying, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his
star at its rising and have come to do him homage.” —
Matthew 2:1-2
In his novel Brideshead Revisited, Evelyn Waugh tells the story
of Charles Ryder and the Marchmain family. Near the end of the
novel, Ryder has an awakening, an epiphany, as he watches the
final act of faith of a man he presumed shared his ambivalence
toward Catholicism. Despite himself, Ryder “felt the longing for
a sign … the hand moved slowly down his breast, then to his
shoulder, and Lord Marchmain made the Sign of the Cross.
Then I knew the sign I had asked for was not a little thing, not a
passing nod of recognition, and a phrase came back to me
from my childhood of the veil of the temple being rent from top
to bottom.”
In the ancient world, an epiphaneia was a visible manifestation
of a god or the solemn visit of a secular ruler to the cities of his
realm. The celebration of the Epiphany of the Lord brings
together the quiet realizations of a Charles Ryder with the
grandeur of a king’s visit. In this great feast, we are not
passively remembering the journey of the Magi—Epiphany is a
dynamic feast celebrating the redemption that has been won
for us through the Incarnation of Christ.
While the visit of the Magi—representing the nations of the
world—is an unmistakable sign that the salvation offered by the
newborn King is for all times and peoples, writers through the
ages saw the Magi’s journey as a symbol of conversion and the
journey of faith that each of us is traveling.
Following the inspiration of God, we move from the darkness of
doubt and sin, entering into the light and freedom of God’s
children.
This inspired Pope Benedict XVI’s reflection on this feast, when
he wrote: “How important it is that we Christians are faithful to
our vocation! Every authentic believer is always traveling his
own personal itinerary of faith, and at the same time, with the
little light that he carries within himself, can and must be a help
to those alongside him, and even help the one for whom finding
the way that leads to Christ is difficult.”

Grow

The heavenly light that guided the Magi still shines in the Gospel,
which continues to guide us along our pilgrim way. The gift of this
great Christmas feast reminds us that the Church, and every
person of faith, has been entrusted with that same light and we
are called to carry that light into the dark places of the world in our
prayer, words, and acts of charity:
“Your light has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you. See,
darkness covers the earth, and thick clouds cover the peoples; but
upon you the Lord shines and over you appears his glory. Nations
shall walk in your light, and kings by your shining radiance” (Isaiah
60:1-3).
What “star” in your life is helping you to discover Christ anew this
Christmas season? How is the witness of your life helping to
lead others to Christ? What gift or grace have you received from
God in this Christmas Season?
Words of Wisdom: “We offer the Lord gold when we shine in his
sight with the light of heavenly wisdom. We offer him frankincense
when we send up pure prayer before him, and myrrh when,
mortifying our flesh with its vices and passions by self-control, we
carry the cross behind Jesus.”—Saint Bruno of Segni, Sermon 1 on
the Epiphany

Reflect
“Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw a star at its rising
and have come to do him homage.” (Matthew 2:2)
Were you able to get all your Christmas shopping done? Did you
send all your Christmas cards in time for Christmas? Have you
opened all your gifts from Christmas day? Did you get everything
that you wanted? Or not?
What was the best gift that you received this Christmas? As we are
still in this joyful season of Christmas, we celebrate the Epiphany
of the Lord in which we recall the story of the Magi searching,
finding, and offering gifts to the baby Jesus. We hear this passage
of the Wise Men searching diligently for the Child, following the
star to lead them. They eventually find the baby, honor Him with
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. How often do we search
diligently for Jesus in our lives? And when we do find Him, what do
we do? Do we acknowledge Jesus, and put all our love and trust in
Him and He continually does with us? What gifts do you offer to
baby Jesus? At Christmas, we were given the special gift of God’s
only begotten Son, Jesus. He only asks of us one thing – LOVE.
Let us hold on to the love that has been graciously given to us and
share it with one another. Let us give the gift of love to all this
Christmas season.
Blessing and peace to you and your ohana!
St. John Henry Newman, pray for us! - Fay C. Pabo (@fa_jo_pab0)

