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Aloha! Welcome!

From the Desk of the Pastor

We are the Catholic Center and Campus Ministry at the
University of Hawaiʻi, and under the Catholic Diocese of
Honolulu, serving parishioners, staff, faculty, and students
alike that stimulates critical thinking and dialogue about
issues that challenge Christian living and commits to a living
faith that practices and promotes justice.
We are a spirit-filled and welcoming community that
proclaims and celebrates the Good News through liturgy,
the sacraments, faith sharing, outreach, and social
action. As the Roman Catholic Community of the
University of Hawai‘i, we offer opportunities for life-long
faith development to all who choose to join us. We invite
the contribution of gifts in stewardship and evangelism, and
challenge one another in the same manner that Jesus
challenges us: to love the Lord, your God, with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind and to love
your neighbor as yourself.
Come journey with us!

Pastoral Team

Phone Ext

Pastor | Director of Campus Ministry
Fr. Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
pastor@newmanhawaii.org

214

Administrative Assistant
Alofa Leasiolagi
manager@newmanhawaii.org

219

Campus Minister
Fay Pabo
campusministry@newmanhawaii.org

211

Communications & Pastoral Assistant

211

Brandon Akiona
pastoralassistant@newmanhawaii.org

Seminarian
Jong Woon “Pancratio” Yoon
We welcome your call and are here to serve you! Contact
the Parish Office to speak with us or make an
appointment. We look forward to hearing from you!

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday:

9:00am to 5:00pm
(except Diocesan Holidays)
Newman Center may remain open till evening programs conclude

Saturday and Sunday,
Open during Mass times and for activities as needed.

“The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.”
This past week, all the priests of the
diocese gathered for our annual
convocation. Even with all the
restrictions of the government for
interactive events, I (and others) would
say that this year’s convocation was one
of the best. The pandemic canceled the
2020 convocation and postponed this
year’s to this month. It was a muchneeded time for retreat and renewal after a stressful two years.
The speakers were great, discussions fruitful, and fraternal
bond strengthened. We were reminded to be hopeful because
God’s got this. The readings this weekend are a reminder of
this too.
During the time that Baruch wrote, it was a stressful period for
the people of Israel. He saw the misery and heard the cries of
mourning by the people who lived in exile. The word of God
for them came to Baruch and it was a word of hope and
expectant joy. God was going to do something glorious for
them and they were called to hope in the fulfillment of God’s
promise before it happens. They were to watch and wait in
joyful anticipation. The Church during Advent waits and
watches for a greater event. We wait for the celebration of the
first coming of Jesus Christ in history over two thousand years
ago, the coming of Christ in mystery here and now through his
body the Church, and the coming of Christ in glory at the end
of time. Like the Israelites in exile, our attitude is to be one of
hope and joy. John the Baptist in our gospel today gives us
the reason for our hope and joy this season. He is the one
crying out in the desert to repent so that we may see the
salvation of God. He was speaking to the people of his day to
prepare the way of the Lord. However, he is also speaking to
us today, those who have been regenerated by the waters of
baptism and need to prepare of the present coming of Jesus as
well as the final coming. As we continue this Advent season,
may we grow in love while waiting in joyful hope.

Have a blessed Advent week,

Fr. Alfred Omar
(@fralfred808)

•
•

Important Community Notices
12/8: Solemnity of the Immaculate Concepcion. Mass at
12:10PM and 6PM. Holy Day of Obligation.
Due to current City Orders, please wear your mask at all
times during the Mass and while in the Newman Center. If
you are feeling ill or are awaiting a COVID-19 Test Result,
please stay home. Thank you for you cooperation!

Liturgical Schedule
Daily Mass (Tuesday-Friday)

The Word of the Lord Weekly
12:10PM

Sunday Mass

(Saturday Evening Anticipated)

5:00PM
9:00AM
11:00AM
(Student –Led Mass) 5:00PM

Sacramental Information
Reconciliation

By Appointment
Please contact the Parish Office to schedule.
Baptism
By Request
Please contact Fr, Alfred Omar at least one month before
the date desired for the Baptism.
Funerals
At Need
Funerals and the Rite of Christian Burial are made in
conjunction with the Mortuary of your choosing. Please contact
the Parish Office prior to finalizing a date with the mortuary.

Holy Matrimony

By Request

Couples need to contact Fr. Alfred Omar at least eight months
prior to your desired wedding date to begin the marriage
preparation required by the Diocese of Honolulu.

Holy Orders—Religious Life

By Call

Is God calling you to the Priesthood, Diaconate, or Religious
Life? God doesn’t call the qualified. He qualifies the called.
Call us today to setup a discussion with our Pastor where you
can continue discerning God’s call.

Holy Communion

Ongoing

Programs are available for those who have not yet received
their First Eucharist. Please contact our Parish Office for more
information.

Confirmation

By Request

If you or someone you know are in need of receiving the
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, please call our parish office
to schedule

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Tuesday:

Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9-14; Lk 5:17-26
Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13;
Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12;
Lk 1:26-38
Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9-13ab; Mt 11:11-15
Friday:
Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80: 2ac, 3b, 15-16,
18-19; Mt 17:9a, 10-13
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Monday:
Tuesday:

St. Nicholas
St. Ambrose;
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
Wednesday: The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Thursday: St. Juan Diego
Friday:
Our Lady of Loreto
Saturday: St. Damasus I

Ongoing

Programs are available for those who have not yet received the
Sacrament of Confirmation. Please contact our Parish Office for
more information.

Anointing of the Sick

Today’s Readings
First Reading — Stand on the heights, Jerusalem; see your
children rejoicing that they are remembered by God. A
merciful and just God leads Israel in joy
(Baruch 5:1-9).
Psalm — The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled
with joy (Psalm 126).
Second Reading — May your love increase in knowledge to
discern what is valuable that you may be blameless for the
day of Christ (Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11).
Gospel — John proclaims a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. All flesh shall see the salvation of God
(Luke 3:1-6).

Ongoing

If you or someone you know are have not yet been baptized
and are interested in becoming a member of the Catholic Faith,
please call our parish office to learn more about the RCIA,

A DEEP CHANGE OF HEART
When John proclaimed a baptism of repentance, as today’s
Gospel relates, he called people to a deep change of heart. For
John the Baptist, repentance was not simply regret for past
failings, but a commitment to orient life around God’s desires
and purposes. What might living in alignment with God’s
desires look like? Our readings offer some clues. Baruch
indicates that when mercy and justice are embraced like a royal
garment, we may see the fruits of repentance. Paul notes how
the Holy Spirit has been active within the church in Philippi,
forming them to live in a loving and united community of faith,
so they may witness to the love of God. And John himself
suggests that a repentant heart clears a path for God to enter,
leveling the mountains and valleys of our resistance, so that
God might dwell within.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Nourishing Our Faith
Prayer On the Go
https://pray-as-you-go.org/
https://www.sacredspace.ie/

Stewardship of Time, Talent and Treasure
Tithes and Offerings:
(11/27/2021-11/28/2021)

$ 2,039.00

Daily Scripture and Reflections:
https://www.dailyscripture.net/daily-meditation/

Online Giving:

$1,511.00

Weekly Essays on Ignatian Spirituality by
Fr. Randy Roche, SJ:
https://mission.lmu.edu/cis/spiritualessays

Thanksgiving Day:
Catholic Campaign for Human Dev.:

$ 297.00
$ 100.00

Contemplative Prayer (via Zoom)
Monday Nights at 6:30 pm. 30 minutes of silence,
followed by Scripture and Sharing. For more information,
contact June Naughton (808) 524-2718.

May we continue to receive God's gifts gratefully, manage them
responsibly, and share them joyfully. Mahalo for your generosity!
Upcoming Second Collections:
Retirement Fund for Religious: 12/11-12/12
Giving Made Easy

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Second Sunday of Advent
Almighty and merciful God,
may no earthly undertaking hinder those
who set out in haste to meet your Son,
but may our learning of heavenly wisdom
gain us admittance to his company.
Who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Giving online is safe and easy using our secured online platform,
by visiting WeShare at:
newmanhawaii.weshareonline.org

Thank you, for your continued support of our parish as
we strive to meet the needs of our faith community!

Reflection question:
What earthly undertakings do I need to set aside so that I can
set out to meet God’s Son?
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT
In today’s second reading, Saint Paul prays with joy and
confidence for his friends in the Christian community
at Philippi. He is encouraged that the community has partnered
with him to proclaim the Gospel. He sees Christ’s active presence
and plan of salvation at work
in the community. God’s overarching plan is unclear to us. But
when we see evidence of God working through others, doesn’t it
give us reason to hope that Christ is
alive among us? Does the witness of others help our own prayer
lives? Does it inspire us to be partners with others in promoting
the Gospel? Food for thought in this second week of Advent.

Your presence at the Eucharistic Table is truly the source and
summit of our faith. And in the breaking of the bread your
presence is meant to impel us to reach beyond our immediate
gathering and unify us with the larger gathering of our sisters
and brothers around the globe.
If we can recognize you in the Sacrament of the Eucharist, we
must also be able to recognize you among those who hunger
and suffer in the world. But if our faith in your presence under
the appearance of bread and wine does not translate into action,
we are still unbelievers.
Deepen our faith, make us good stewards of your Eucharistic
presence and help us to bear fruit in the lives of those we
encounter, especially those most in need of your love and
compassion. Amen

Around the Diocese

Family Connection

During the season of Advent, we choose to add many activities
to our family's schedule to prepare for our celebration of
Christmas. John the Baptist reminds us that our repentance is
another way in which we can prepare for the Lord's coming and
our celebration of Christmas. Parish communities often offer a
communal celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation during
the Advent season. Your family might choose to participate in
the communal celebration of the sacrament, or you might seek
out this sacrament on an individual basis. Please call the office,
Read together today's Gospel, Luke 3:1-6. Talk about how John
the Baptist called upon the people to prepare the way of the
Lord through repentance. Together as a family, prepare a simple
reconciliation service in preparation for Christmas. Gather in a
prayerful space, perhaps around the family Advent wreath. Read
again from today's Gospel, Luke 3:1-6. Invite each family
member to pray silently, asking God to forgive his or her sins.
Pray together the Act of Contrition. Then celebrate God's
forgiveness by sharing the sign of peace with one another.
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
This feast celebrates God's choice of Mary to be the mother of
Jesus. God preserved Mary from the stain of original sin from
the moment of her conception. Thus, Mary was the first to
receive the benefit of the redemption that her Son would merit
for all.
To reflect upon this mystery, the Gospel reading presents to us
the story of the Annunciation. It is through her exchange with
the angel Gabriel that Luke, the Evangelist, introduces the
person of Mary. The Annunciation begins in the context of
Luke's account of the birth of John the Baptist. “In the sixth
month,” referring to Elizabeth's pregnancy, the angel Gabriel
appears to a virgin of Nazareth—Mary. Indeed, there are many
parallels in Luke's accounts of the births of John the Baptist and
Jesus.
In this passage, Luke tells us much about Mary and the child
she is to bear. We learn that Mary is a virgin from Nazareth who
is betrothed to a man named Joseph, who was of the house of
David. The angel greets Mary in the most glowing of terms,
acknowledging the favor she has found with God. The son Mary
is to conceive is described in messianic terms. He will be called
“Son of the Most High” and the “Son of God.”
Mary is bold in her exchange with the angel. She is troubled by
his greeting and questions the message, asking “How am I to
bear a son if I have no relations with a man?” Mary is told that
she will conceive through the power of the Holy Spirit and is
offered a sign in the miraculous pregnancy of her elder cousin
Elizabeth.
Mary's affirmative response to this seemingly impossible
message gives evidence to the grace we know that she
possesses from God. Only one who is “full of grace” can be so
receptive to and cooperative with the will of God. Because of
this, Mary is the model of discipleship for all Christians.

The Candle of Peace
Today we light the Second Candle of Advent,
the Candle of Peace. We remember the
prophets who spoke of the coming of Christ,
of how a Saviour would be born, a king in the
line of King David. The prophet Isaiah called
Christ "the Prince of Peace". They told us how
he would rule the world wisely and bless all
the nations.
When Jesus came he taught people the
importance of being peace-makers. He said
that those who make peace shall be called
the children of God. When Christ comes to us he brings us
peace and he will bring everlasting peace when he comes again.
We light the Candle of Peace to remind us that Jesus is the
Prince of Peace and that through him peace is found.

Around the Parish

New to Newman Center - Holy Spirit Parish?
Aloha! E Komo Mai!
We welcome you to your new spiritual home and are
delighted to have you join our parish community!

We had another successful Thanksgiving Day Luncheon this
year. We want to acknowledge with thanks these contributors
of time, talent, and treasure, for the lunch.
Patricia Ayers
Rosemary Casey
Virgie Chattergy
The Chings
Joannie Dobbs
Cyril Goshima
Lynn Domaloan
Carol Halbur
Jon James
Renee Latimer
Alofa Leasiolagi
Anna and Amando Lopez
Rochelle McArthur
June Naughton
Alicia Pentland
Susie Roth
Jackie Tellei
Pat Whittingslow
Mabel and Stan Yeung

At Newman Center - Holy Spirit Parish, we know that we
are all individual parts of the mystical Body of Christ.
Working together, we find great joy in doing God’s work
here on earth. We invite and encourage you to join us as
we pray, work and fellowship together.
Please contact the Parish Office to register. Welcome!

Pray

Grow

A special Advent prayer to maintain a spirit of silence and peace
Philip Kosloski - published on 12/02/18

The prayer captures the essence of Advent and helps prepare
for Christmas.
The Advent season is a special time in the Church to prepare
for the celebration of Christmas. Unfortunately, its not always
easy keeping the peaceful spirit of Advent in our hearts as the
world promotes its own loud and noisy version of Christmas.
One simple way to try and capture that spirit of Advent is to
pray this short prayer written by Dutch Catholic priest Henri
Nouwen. It is a beautiful prayer, one that can be prayed each
day of Advent to help maintain a spirit of silence and peace.
Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness,
send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas.
We who have so much to do seek quiet spaces
to hear your voice each day.
We who are anxious over many things
look forward to your coming among us.
We who are blessed in so many ways
long for the complete joy of your kingdom.
We whose hearts are heavy
seek the joy of your presence.
We are your people, walking in darkness,
yet seeking the light.
To you we say, “Come Lord Jesus!”

How Advent helps us, especially when life gets tough
Judy Landrieu Klein – published on 12/02/16

God makes us an Advent people: a people who see “limits as
possibilities to go beyond.”
Those who see only limits feel lost in a senseless universe. They
live a despondent life-style. Those who see limits as possibilities
to go beyond live a hopeful life-style… True freedom is found in
people who maintain what the philosopher Paul Ricoeur calls
‘the passion for the possible.’
—Susan Muto, Blessings That Make Us Be, 4-5
As December dawns and propels us toward the celebration of
Christ’s birth, we are bidden to be an Advent people, to
experience this sacred time with a “passion for the possible.” In
short, we are reminded to live in hope.
In the darkest time of year, we light candles to remember the
Light who has come into the world. On the shortest of days, we
stretch forward in both anticipation and acknowledgement of
God with us. As winter begins to dawn and flowers wither and
die, we carry fresh, live trees into our homes to be lighted and
ornamented with dazzling color, reminding us that we carry
hope precisely by affirming what is alive and beautiful in our
midst.
To be an Advent people is to make Christ’s coming truly present
among us, not as some far-off distant memory, but as a calling
forth into the present moment the presence of the One who is
real. To be an Advent people is to choose not to ignore the
pain and darkness in this world, but instead to embrace those
realities with confidence and trust that Someone has come, is
coming, and will come again to liberate us from the long night
of sin.
Advent hope breaks right through the misery of sin to remind us
of the mercy of God. It clears our vision of earthly concerns by
inviting us to see light in the darkness. It blesses the human
condition by remembering that a fully human God has
redeemed our frail humanity. Advent is the hallowed time during
which we gratefully acknowledge that our finite limits have
already been met by eternal limitlessness.
Each and every day that we awaken, we are confronted anew
with our limitations, be they tiredness from a sleepless night,
fresh angst over troubled relationships, or the remembrance of
failures and tribulations we must face again that day. But to
arise resting assured that we are the fragile, fallible children of
an all-powerful, infallible God makes us an Advent people: a
people who see “limits as possibilities to go beyond,” who
believe that the God-man has already gone beyond every
human finitude.

Grow

For Bethlehem was indeed a place of finitude. Poverty,
deprivation, cold and dark provided the “nursery” for the birth of
the Savior—the hallowed space where the Transcendent One
broke into, and through, those stark actualities with divine
presence. There, in abject humility, God offered starlight to open
blinded eyes, babe-flesh to woo hardened hearts, and the
silence and solitude of the night to quiet the whole human race
unto awakening. There, the waters of a virgin womb ushered in
a new creation—bringing not just life, light, hope, but the
remedy to every human constraint, conquerable only through
infinite power.
Advent “enables us to hope in (God’s) unpredictable generosity
toward humanity,” (Muto, 5). Not just two thousand years ago,
but today and every day.
Will we let Advent draw us in? Will we touch and feed upon the
divinity that begs our remembrance of God’s unbounded
potential to heal our human impotence? Will we awaken afresh
to God’s presence, to light breaking through our darkness, and
to the reality that every human weakness is an opening for a
manifestation of God’s greatness?

Advent is meant to inspire in us a “passion for the possible,”
which sees instead of “the darkness of sin, despair, inhumanity
and persecution” the “how much more of God’s promise of
redemption” (Muto, 5).
It is Advent. Anything is possible.

Reflect

When I was younger, whenever I was asked to do a chore or
task, I would always try to find some reasoning to stall or simply
talk my way out of it. If only I had listened then… How about
now? Are we listening? Do we take time to listen or do we find
some reasoning or way out? Can you imagine how God feels in
all this? He is simply giving it all to us, and what do we do –
find some excuse to not see it, hear it or even accept it.
In today’s Gospel, the Word of God came to John, and he went
out through the whole region, proclaiming to the people a call
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins (Luke 3:2-3). St. John
the Baptism is simply instructing us to prepare our hearts and
minds for coming of our Savior. Let us listen attentively to what
God is calling us to be and do for Him.
“Advent is a time we are given to welcome the Lord who comes
to encounter us, and also to verify our longing for God, to look
forward and prepare ourselves for Christ’s return.” – Pope
Francis
St. John Henry Newman, pray for us! - Fay C. Pabo
(@fa_jo_pab0)

