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Community Notices



Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am, 11:00 am, and 5:00 pm (student mass)
Tuesday through Friday: 12:10 pm
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm (except Diocesan Holidays)
Newman Center opens at 9:00 am and remains open until evening
programs conclude.
Saturday and Sunday, Newman Center is open during Mass times
and for activities as needed.
Sacraments – Please call Fr. Alfred Omar for an
appointment. We are glad to meet with you at your convenience.
Baptisms – Call or speak with Fr. Alfred Omar at least one
month before the date desired for the baptism.
Confirmation – Programs for teens and adults, please contact
Anna Viggiano.
Weddings – Couples need to contact Fr. Alfred Omar at least 8
months before the desired date of the ceremony.
Anointing of the Sick – Offered to anyone who is seriously ill;
one does not need to be in danger of death. Call Fr. Alfred for
anointing at any time. We are happy to come to your home or
hospital.
Funerals – Please call the parish office before finalizing dates
with the mortuary. We will work with you to make arrangements
for services and care for your needs.
___________________________________________________
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Administrative Assistant
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Religious Education
Anna Viggiano
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RCIA

Bulletin submission deadline is 9 am Thursday mornings.

Due to current City Orders, please wear your mask at all
times during the Mass and while in the Newman Center.
Thank you for you cooperation!
If you park on the St. Francis side, please park behind the
Center or on the baseball field.

Aloha and Welcome!
Aloha and thank you for visiting the Newman Center! Whether
you are visiting, new to the community, or have been here for
many years, we hope you will visit us again. You are most
welcome here!
The Newman Center has a two-fold mission: outreach to the
community at-large as a parish and outreach to the staff, faculty,
and student of the University of Hawai‘i—Mānoa as a campus
ministry.
Connect with us through Social Media on Facebook
(www.facebook.com/newmanhawaii), Instagram and Twitter
(@NewmanHawaii).
We hope you will visit us again!

From the Desk of the Pastor
“Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”
When will this pandemic ever end? This past week the governor reinstated the mandatory
14-day quarantine for all interisland travelers and the mayor of Honolulu closed all parks and
beaches to prevent large social gatherings and to curb the spread of the coronavirus. More
cases and deaths are reported everyday. It seems like we are in a crazy game of Jumanji
with all these trials and tribulations.
How do we find God in the storms and struggles of our lives and in the trials we encounter in
trying to do his will everyday? God commands Elijah to stand on the mountain and await his passing by in our first
reading. Jesus makes the disciples set out across the waters to meet him in our gospel. Both readings deal with a
storm and the Lord’s power over them. In each case, God makes himself present in the scary situation of heavy
winds and high waves, fire and earthquakes. Our psalm reminds us that God’s salvation is near to those who hope
in him.
God calls us to trust that he will whisper to us in the trials of our lives and in our brokenness. To trust that he will
save us whenever we begin to sink. May we reach out and pray, “”Lord, save me.”
Have a blessed week,
Fr. Alfred Omar
(@fralfred808)
Stewardship of Treasure

Tithes and Offerings:
(08/1/2020-08/2/2020)

Saint of the week: Saint Clare of Assisi
1193 – 1253 Feast Day – August 11

$ 2,670.00

Online Giving:
(07/31/2020-08/6/2020)

$ 3,127.00

Maintenance Donations:

$

70.00

May we continue to receive God's gifts gratefully,
manage them responsibly, and share them joyfully.
Mahalo for your generosity!
Giving Made Easy
Giving online is safe and easy using our secured online
platform, WeShare:

https://newmanhawaii.weshareonline.org
Thank you for supporting our mission!
Prayer Sites
http://prayasyougo.org, http://sacredspace.ie
Daily Scripture and Reflections:
http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org

Though 10 years
younger than her
townsman, Francis of
Assisi, Clare was drawn
to his radical message
of serving God in abject
poverty. Despite
objections from her
aristocratic family, who
wanted her to marry,
she gave up the world
with Francis’ help and
founded the Second
Order of St. Francis,
known worldwide as the Poor Clares.
For 40 years, she guided the San Damiano community,
whose nuns included her sister and widowed mother.
She served the other nuns who went out to beg, was
often sick because of their hard life, and was proclaimed
a saint just two years after she died.
Newman Center on Social Media
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/NewmanHawaii
Twitter & Instagram: @newmanhawaii

Weekly Essays on Ignatian Spirituality by Fr. Randy Roche, SJ:
http://mision.Imu.edu/cis/spiritualessays/latest essay/

Religious Education Classes
Religious Education classes meet on Sundays
during academic year, immediately following the 9 am Mass.

Contemplative Prayer
Monday Nights at 6:30 pm. 30 minutes of silence, followed by
Scripture and Sharing. For more information, contact June
Naughton (808) 524-2718.

Stewardship of Time and Talent
We welcome everyone wanting to give to the Lord their time
and talent through the various ministries in the parish.
Please contact the office or any pastoral team member.

Stewardship Moment

Today’s Gospel reveals what
miraculous things can happen
when one embraces a
single-minded faith in Jesus
Christ. Peter gets out of a
wind-tossed boat when the Lord
calls him. His faith is tested by his
obedience to Jesus who is calling
him out onto the water. In the
midst of the waves and the wind, Peter gets out of the
boat and walks toward Jesus. Good stewards heed
Christ’s call to them. Sometimes that call directs them
to take on seemingly impossible challenges. This week,
reflect on how the Lord could be calling you out of the
safety of your own “boat” to take on the impossible.
Social Ministry Website-Resources for Caring
During Coronavirus Crisis

As the health and economic impacts of COVID-19
continue, we need to remain steadfast in our focus that
we are all in this together and we WILL get through this
crisis as One ‘Ohana!
The OSM website (www.officeforsocialministry.org)
offers a wide menu of resources to help all care for
each other, and transform our shared vulnerability into
the strength of solidarity, as we Witness to Jesus
together.
Feeding the Hungry
The website has complete list of food ministry schedule
of current parish food pantries still in operation during
covid-19.
Financial Assistance
Funding to provide financial assistance to those impacted by COVID-19 is currently available on all the islands
through Catholic Charities Hawaii and HOPE Services
Hawaii.
Helping Seniors Stay Fit While Safer At Home
There are many resources for our beloved kupuna to
stay fit while staying safer at home! For example,
the Catholic Charities Hawaii website offers a variety of
online fitness programs for seniors, including exercise
classes on zoom designed for those experiencing difficulty with leg strength or mobility.
To protect and care for each other as One ‘Ohana, we
encourage all to continue practicing Safer at Home-Act
with Care policies that include mask-wearing, physical
distancing and proper hygiene. The Office for Social
Ministry will continue to provide information on resources to transform our shared vulnerability into the
strength of solidarity. This is one way we all
can Witness to Jesus. MAHALO

Sunday Connection from Loyola Press
Today’s Gospel directly follows last week’s account of
Jesus feeding a crowd of more than 5,000 people with just
five loaves of bread and two fish. For the sake of the
crowds, Jesus had postponed his time of solitude. Now, at
last, Jesus finds some time for quiet and prayer. He sends
his disciples ahead of him by boat, dismisses the crowds,
and then withdraws to the mountain to pray.
The disciples do not fare well. They struggle to weather
the wind and waves, making little progress in their
journey. We are reminded of a previous story in Chapter
8 of Matthew’s Gospel, when Jesus calms the seas. This
time, however, Jesus does not calm the seas, and the
disciples do not express fear until they see Jesus walking
toward them on the water. In this story it is not the storm
that is feared but the sight of Jesus before them, whom
they mistake for a ghost.
Clues like these suggest that this story is about the
disciples’ growing understanding of the identity of Jesus.
In continuity with last week’s Gospel about the feeding of
the multitude, today’s Gospel is also about what the
disciples’ faith in Jesus will enable them to do. In last
week’s Gospel, when the disciples see the crowds, they
ask Jesus to send the crowds away. Jesus turns the
situation around, telling the disciples to feed the crowd
with the provisions that they have. Both of these Gospels
tell us much about ministry.
Jesus calls to the disciples and calms their fears. He is
not a ghost. The impulsive Peter seeks proof that the
person is indeed Jesus. He asks Jesus to call him out
onto the water, and Jesus grants this request. Peter’s fear
and doubt overtake him, however, once he is walking on
the water. Jesus reaches out to Peter and saves him.
When Jesus and Peter enter the boat, Matthew reports
that the wind ceases, and the disciples confess that Jesus
is the Son of God.
Faith in Jesus will enable the disciples to do the work that
Jesus has done. Peter walks on water. The five loaves
and two fish feed a multitude of people. The disciples can
and will participate in the work of the kingdom of heaven.
When Peter fears and doubts the person of Jesus,
however, he falters. Peter’s example teaches us that true
Christian ministry emerges from the faith that Jesus is the
Messiah, God’s only Son.

“Walking On Water”
Blog by Marcellino D’Ambrosio, PH.D.
One of the most famous stories of the New Testament
is the one about Jesus walking on the water. If there is any
gospel story we never tire of hearing, this is it.
The lake is rough. Though several of the apostles spent
most of their life in a boat, they’re still worried. But when they
see a phantom walking towards them on the whitecaps, they
get really scared. Then the figure speaks and they recognize a
familiar voice–it is the Lord!
Remember the old saying “fools rush in where angels
fear to tred?” Well here goes Peter: “Lord, if it’s really you, tell
me to come to you across the water.” The Lord takes him up
on it. “Come!” he says. So Peter gives it a try. The first few
steps go great and he’s pumped. But funny thing–when the
Lord told him to come, he neglected to calm the wind and the
waves. And as Peter, far from the security of the boat and the
company of his buddies, finds himself buffeted by strong gusts
and swirling waves, fear gets the best of him. He begins to
sink. Remembering that Jesus is not too far off, he has the
sense to cry out “Lord save me!”
The Lord fishes him out and then gently rebukes
him. Jesus doesn’t say that Peter has no faith. After all, he had
more faith than the other eleven—at least he stepped out of the
boat. But Jesus’ statement is telling: “how little faith you
have! Why did you falter?”
I think we love this story because we can so easily relate to it. In various moments of pious enthusiasm, we surrender our lives, our will, and our future to God. “Just tell me Lord,
what you want me to do and I’ll obey.” And then He surprises
us a bit by taking us up on our offer. Undaunted, we respond to
the call. It could be to the sacrament of matrimony which
entails lifelong fidelity and generous openness to children. It
could be to priesthood and religious life which involve celibacy
and obedience to a superior. Or it could be to a degree program, or a tour of duty in the armed forces. We often embark
on our journey amidst fanfare and congratulations. Then the
harsh reality of the everyday grind sets in. Next come
unexpected road hazards. No sooner is a child born with
serious medical problems then you lose your job. A model child
turns into a rebellious teen who seems to reject all of your
values, including your faith.
If we are honest, most of us notice butterflies flying
inside our stomachs amidst such circumstances.
Does trust mean immunity from feelings of fear and
discouragement? No. Jesus himself experienced anguish and
dread in the Garden of Gethsemane. But notice that he was
not deterred by it. He did not hesitate or falter as Peter did and
as we usually do.
“Little” faith means immature faith. Faith, to be mature,
must be tempered with courage, also known as fortitude.
Courage only is manifested in the face of danger. If there is no
danger, no threat, no trial, then there is no possibility of
courage. Mature faith means believing more in what
you can’t see than in the terrifying things you can see. It means
keeping the eyes of your heart fixed on the master of the wind
and waves even as you feel the spray in your face.
The most frequently repeated phrase in the gospels is
“Do not be afraid!” The Lord is not speaking to our emotions
here, since you can’t command emotions. He is speaking to
our will. We must make a conscious decision not to allow fear
to paralyze us. Peter sank because he stopped walking. Faith
means to keep walking even when your knees are knocking.
[SOURCE: https://catholicexchange.com/walking-water-3]

Thank You Newman Center
Thank you Newman community for allowing me the
honor of being your campus minister for the last six
months. As announced at all the Masses last Sunday,
as well as in the bulletin, this past week was my last
week as campus minister, as I will be taking a step on
a different career path. I know my time here may have
not been as long as expected and that it was ridden
with the virus, the shutdown, the cancellations of many
of our in person events, etc. But even with all the things
that happened, I will say that my time as your campus
minister here at the Newman Center was filled with lots
of love, joy, and laughter. I am grateful to have
encountered each of you on this journey of life and will
miss you dearly. Thank you for welcoming me in to
your community. Please pray for me as
in “step out into the water” (like Peter in
this Sunday’s Gospel), and I will keep
you all in my prayers as well. Take care
& God Bless always!
Peace, Love, & Jesus,
Shaun Agtarap

Weekly Wisdom From The Saints
"Faith is to believe what you do not see;
the reward of this faith is to see what you believe."
--St. Augustine

Follow us on Social Media!
Facebook: NewmanHawaii
Instagram: @NewmanHawaii
Twitter: @NewmanHawaii
Website: www.NewmanHawaii.org

